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NAPA
REVIVAL

In Napa Valley, the turn-of-the-century farmhouse
is re-imagined for contemporary living






-

apa Valley in
«

known more

lifornia is

for 1es complex
Cabemets than
its culting-edpe
real estate, but

i rvcent years,
a number of developers have returned

10 the area’s architeetural vermaculi,

giving the wen-of-the-century farmhouse u

contemporary lwist

Architect Howand Backen was an early
feontrunner. His affinity for the farm

Lanildlings that stll dot the outer Bay Arca

landscape—ather than the imporved
chatean-style custles—is reflected in his brm's
extensive portlolio of private residences and
upscale wineries. From a distance, many of
them resemble well-kept famihoases.

Since 2010, lacal Napa developers M

have esthlizhiod (heir own interprets
the madern homestead by huilding a sevies
of multi-million-dollar spee homes, Theie
latest, The Cunningliam, spans 10,000
squarc feet and has conerete floors and

a pitehed vool weranged around i central
conrtyard and saltwater pool. The residence
is lusuriows, no doub, it also distinetly

ham-like.

“Wssupposed 10 feel like a wren-of the
centiry favmbouse” savs Matthew Cook, 2
partner at MIC Development, “Ttwas buil

with the same local woorl, stane and steel”

Despite heing st 30 miles long and o lesy
miles wide, Califorain’s Napis Valley has
become known worldwide as o leading
wine producing region, and over the last

decade, its real estate market has also

experienced a hoom. The region’s housing

murket beaefis from its proximity 1o San

Franeisco'’s mobust joly im
tight supply of homes
vent. Since 2012, Napa Valley home values

have increased hy 57 per cent.






MIC sold its first property to Gary Friedman,
CEO of the upscale home goods brand
Restoration Hardware for US$9.5 million
(they also showed the property to Kevin
Systrom, cofounder of Instagram). The
Cunningham, which is listed for USS14
million, targets affluent buyers seeking a
hassle free second home in wine country.
Since the house is designed turnkey, the
owner can move in with not much more than
a toothbrush.

Creating a spec home that comes with
everything from furniture to art pieces isa
tremendous task and presents a unique set of
design challenges. 'T'he foremoast, according
to interior designer Jennifer Nagle, is making
a space that is architecturally large feel like a
home. “With a home like this vou're basically
appealing to a buyer’s psyche,” she says. “You
want them to say ‘ves' I could see my self
living here””

The team starts with how the property is
positioned and will spend hours walking the
land and vetting the lot for the perspectives
itaffords, Allowing the views to direct the
design of the house is vital, says Nagle. “The
full sweeping views of the mountains and
being able to capture the incredible sunlight
that comes at the end of the day. It's very
important. You are capturing the essence of
the valley”

‘Today the completed home captures views
from its many frameless windows. Io the
master bedroom a large west-facing window
slides open fully, bringing the vivid green
surroundings into the room. In the master
bath, the tub faces a landscape of vines. Every
where you look, on the top of the staircase, at
the end of the hallway, slabs of blue sky and
rustling leaves are in the line of sight.

“Any room you're in can be inside or
outside,” says Matthew Cook. "Our homes
are really about bringing the indoor out
and the outdoors in.” This blending is
also incorporated functionally. A fully
equipped outdoor kitchen is situated
beside the pool, as is a dining table that
overlooks the vineyards. There is also an
outdoor breezeway dividing the guest
wing from the rest of the property. It
frames a grove of silvery olive trees and
has a giant farm table great for tasting
different wines right off the vineyard,

For the vastinterior spaces Jennifer
Nagle lime-washed the walls to add
textural warmth and added area rugs,
lighting and punches of color. Her
furniture selections range from larger
"foundation’ pieces acquired at fairs
around the country to locally found items
such as vintage crystal and benches she
had re-uphalstered. At times the scale

BORDEAUX MOVES TO NAPA?

of the home can still be overwhelming

from the front entrance the soaring
structure appears more like a clubhouse
than a residence. It also lacks old growth
oak trees that offer cool shading on hot
summer days, but this is par for the course
with a new-build project.

The property does come with three acres
of planted Chardonnay. Currently, the
owners lease the grapes to a local farmer
who cultivates and produces the wine and
they receive a percentage of the profits.
The buyer can continue this arrangement,
orif they like, they can even start their
own label. Alternatively, they can simply
relax, select a bottle of wine from the
temperature-controlled wine cellar and
enjoy the sunset views from the Great
Room or the poolside courtyard. Much
like a fine vintage, with a little time and
love from its future owners, this modern
farmhouse will find its perfect balance. ]

Recent years have shown a spike in interest from Bordeaux winemakers
iooking to expand to California, Back in 2011, Hong Kong businessman Pan
Sutang, who also owns several chateaux in Bordeaux. also purchased Sloan

Estate in Napa for US$40 million.

Then in 2013, Francois Pinault. owner of famed Chateau Latour. purchased
Araujo Estate. Following suit, billionaire owners of fashion house Chanel.
Alain and Gerard Wertheimer, adcded St. Supéry estate in Napa (at an
estimated US$125 million) to their impressive list of vineyards, which
includes two chateaux in Bordeaux. Realtors in the Napa area say intarest

is continuing to grow.



